BOARD OF REVIEW DECISION 


Title of Publication: 

Private Fetish Machine No.17: The Cult 

Other Known Title: 

The Cult 

Format: 

DVD 

Director: 

Frank Thring 

Producer: 

Not Stated 

Country of Origin: 

Spain 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Vixen Direct Ltd 

Classification: 

The unexcised version of this publication is classified as 

Objectionable. 


The excised version of this publication is classified as 

Objectionable except if the availability of the 
publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 18 years. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable 

Date of entry in Register: 

18 October 2005 

Date of direction to issue a label: 

Not Applicable 

OFLCNo: 

501717 


Unexcised version of publication: 



Component 

Running time 

Menu: 

Scene Selection 

Language Selection 

Extra Materials 

Play Movie 

About Private 



The Classification Office is required by s55(l)(e) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 to publish dedsions of the Film and literature Board of Review. This entry is a verbatim report of the 
Board’s dedsion with respect to this publication. It cancels the original dedsion made by the Classification 
Office. 
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Feature: 

Private Fetish Machine No.17: The Cult 

85.25 

Other timed components: 

Fraserside Holdings/DVD X/Giifa 



Notices 

2.33 


Millionaire 

2.21 


Making of the Cult 

9.30 


Trailer: The Cult 

1.04 


Private Diamonds 

1.52 


Casting 38 

1.14 


Private Penthouse Greatest Moments 2 

1.41 


The Private Life of Stacy Silver 

1.16 


XXX 17 

1.11 


Discover Private DVD s 

1.24 


Who's Private 

0.25 


Private Internet 

1.00 

Other components: 

Cast 

Photo Book 

Production Notes 


Total running time: 


110.56 


Excisions: 


Excisions Recommended But Not Made 


Reasons for excisions: 

To remove a portion of a scene depicting the use of threatening behaviour to compel a woman to 
participate in sexual conduct. 


Summary of reasons 
for classification: 


The Board considers, pursuant to section 3(1) of the Act, that the publication Private Festish Machine 
No. 17: The Cult (The Cult) passes through the “ gateways” of sex and crime, and possibly violence, in 
that it “ depicts or expresses or otherwise deals with” matters of sex and crime and possibly violence in a 
manner such that the unrestricted availability of the publication is “ likely to be injurious to the public 
good.” 

The “ gateway” of sex is depicted in The Cult through prolonged explicit sexual activity with some 
fetishisation. The varied depictions of sexual activity include digital vaginal penetration, 
cunnilingus, fellatio, masturbation, vaginal and anal intercourse, and ejaculation into women’s 
mouths and onto their faces. One woman engages in double penetration with two men, who 
simultaneously penetrate her anus and vagina. The trailers depict similar activities. 

With respect to crime, the DVD shows the mutilated torso of the murder victim, with a cut neck 
and cuts transversally across the thoracic region. Crime could also include the threat to kill Jenny 
by Louis. 
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In respect of violence, there is a threat to cut Jenny’s throat There is also a scene where a woman 
is pulled across the floor by her hair. This incident appeared to be part of an S & M scene. There 
did not appear to be any discomfort indicated by the recipient, but rather it was pseudo violence, in 
the context of a sexual game. In the scene where Jenny is confronted by two apparent strangers 
with stockings over their heads, there were overtones of violence when Jenny clearly felt 
threatened, and tried to escape. 

The Board considered whether The Cult “describes depicts expresses or otherwise deals with ” sex, crime and 
violence in such a manner that the availability of the publication is “ likely to be injurious to the public 
good”. The Board finds the depictions of sex, crime and violence are shown in sufficient frequency, 
and sufficiently graphically, in The Cult to be “ likely to be injurious to the public good” unless restricted. 

Section 3(2) 

As the Board finds the threshold in section 3(1) of the Act has been met, it must consider whether 
the activities in section 3(2)(a) to (f) of the Act exist in The Cult. The Board must then consider 
whether the publication “ ‘promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support” those activities. The 
phrases “promotes or supports or tends to promote or support ’ are not defined in the Act. 

Section 3 (2) (b) 

With regard to section 3(2) (b) of the Act, the Board finds there is a depiction of compulsion 
initially in the scene with the two stocking hooded men in The Cult. The look on Jenny’s face and 
some of the early dialogue shows her reluctance. Jenny’s reluctance to engage in sexual activity, 
however, appears to be quickly replaced by willing participation. When the men unmask 
themselves, after lengthy sexual activity between the two men and Jenny, there is dialogue to 
indicate her surprise that she knew one of the men, but it also indicated her equanimity. 

The Board does not accept the submission from Vixen Direct that the action in that scene 
constitutes ‘ just a story” and therefore cannot be construed as promoting and supporting. Nor 
does the Board accept the argument that other aspects in the publication are “ more graphic and 
potentially more injurious to the public good” and therefore no excision should be required of a less 
serious scene. 

The Board does, however, accept the Classification Office submission that “coercion” in this scene 
may be seen as an effective means of initiating sexual compliance by some viewers. This is in spite 
of the later willing participation by Jenny in the sexual activity. The Board finds that the men did 
use threatening behaviour to coerce Jenny through both their appearance, and behaviour in an 
isolated location. 

Although the scene may appear (perhaps through poor acting) to seem relatively innocuous to 
some viewers and not an important part of the story line, the Board finds that the scene would 
encourage some men to use similar tactics in real life, or believe in the efficacy of such tactics in 
gaining sexual satisfaction. This is the more so as the DVD is pornography, designed to promote 
and support sexual pleasure and titillation. 

The scene commences with threats of menace with a weapon and intimidating disguised figures 
who confine Jenny to a space. The scene of menace is reduced when the baton is dropped, along 
with the men’s trousers, but the coercion continues when the men give Jenny orders as to what 
sexual action she is to perform. The men also refer to Jenny in derogatory terms. 

The Board finds that the initial coercion is not erased by Jenny’s later enthusiastic participation in 
the sexual activity. 
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The Board also considered the scene in The Cult where a woman was held and pulled by the hair, 
but finds that given the context of the scene as part of S & M action, it appeared to be of general 
mutual sexual play. There did not appear to be any coercion involved and no serious violence. 


Section 3(3) 

Section 3 (3) (a) fii) 

The Board has considered section 3(3) (a)(ii) of the Act, which involves “ sexual violence or sexual 
coercion, or violence or coercion in association with sexual conduct”. The Board has already referred to the 
two applicable scenes in The Cult, being the scene with the men with stockings on their heads, and 
the scene with the woman being pulled by her hair. The descriptive comments in respect of 
section 3(2)(b) of the Act also apply to section 3(3)(a)(ii). 

The “ extent and degree to which, and the manner in which ” the publication deals with the hooded men is 
significant, and an excision is required as indicated above. In respect of the hair pulling scene, the 
Board does not find that there is such significant activity in terms of the “ extent and degree to which, 
and the manner in which” the scene is portrayed which would cause the Board to deal with the matter 
beyond an Rl 8 restriction.. 

Section 3 (3)(a) fiii) 

The Board did consider whether the sexual or physical conduct under section 3(3)(a)(iii) of the Act 
was of a “ degrading or dehumanising or demeaning” nature. The Board finds that the balance of the 
DVD was no more or less degrading, dehumanising or demeaning than publications typical of the 
pornographic genre. 

Section 3 (31 (cl 

Section 3(3)(c) of the Act also refers to activities which degrade, dehumanise or demean a person. 
The comments made by the Board in respect to S 3(3) (a)(iii) of the Act are applicable in regard to 
this section. 

The Board also considered the slapping of the face with a penis, hitting buttocks with a whip or 
licking boots as coming within the “ degrading, dehumanising or demeaning ’ definition. The Board finds 
however that these activities have been part of pornographic films in New Zealand for many years 
and have not previously been found to be “ degrading dehumanising or demeaning’ of themselves. 

Section 3(4) 

The Board must consider all matters in section 3(4) of the Act. 

Section 3 (4) (a) 

In consideration of section 3 (4) (a) of the Act, the dominant effect of The Cult 'ts a series of graphic 
and prolonged sex scenes, loosely linked with an inconsequential narrative. 


Section 3(4)fb) 

In regard to section 3(4)(b) of the Act, it is likely there would be high impact on larger television 
screens of The Cult, especially of the genital close ups. The DVD image is clear and can be 
manipulated by viewers. 
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Section 3(4)fc) 


In terms of section 3(4)(c) Act, the character of the publication including any merit, value and 
importance is limited. The publication has good production and camerawork and is well lit, but 
has negligible literary value. 

Section 3 (4) Id) 

With regard to section 3(4)(d) of the Act, the persons or age groups The Cult is intended for is 
predominately heterosexual adults. 

Section 3(4)(e) 

In consideration of section 3(4)(e) of the Act, the purpose of the publication is for sexual titillation. 
Section 3i4Yf) 

In terms of section 3(4)(f) of the Act, other relevant circumstances relating to the intended or likely 
use of The Cult include that this publication could be released on video or DVD for sale or hire. It 
is unlikely to be used for public, theatrical use. 

There is frequently expressed concern that in non-theatrical use, there is a possibility of electronic 
manipulation for the purposes of titillation. The Board cannot control the private use or misuse of 
publications in the home, and must rely on those charged with enforcement to undertake that task. 
It is highly unlikely that The Cult would be made available to public television, which in any event is 
beyond the jurisdiction of this Board. 

This publication is typical of many pornographic publications. 

The Bill of Rights 

The Board finds that the decision it has made is the least restrictive available to it, in accordance 
with the considerations it must have regard to under the various sections of the Act and the Bill of 
Rights Act. 

The Age Restriction 

It is the Board’s opinion that restriction of viewing by persons 18 years or over is justified due to 
society’s wish to protect children and young persons from likely injury, yet providing the minimum 
interference with the rights under the Bill of Rights Act. 
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